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14 September 2014
Dear Members of the Ohio State Chapter of Sigma Xi,
Greetings!  I am writing to tell you about all of the activities the Ohio State Chapter of Sigma Xi has going on in the upcoming nine to ten months.  This will be one of our best years ever, hence the theme of my letter: There’s a lot going on!   Please take a look at the lineup of activities.  We invite you to get involved, in any or all.  Note, too, funding opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students, and lectures. Brand new is the first item, a field trip to one of the nation’s most cherished archaeological site, Serpent Mound, coupled with a visit to a site containing fossils dating to 450 million years ago, with each stop led by one of our own distinguished faculty member experts.  Read on…
SIGMA XI TAKES A FIELD TRIP TO SERPENT MOUND WITH A CHANCE TO COLLECT 450 MILLION YEAR OLD FOSSILS 
September 14, 2014
Limit: 20 people

Serpent Mound in Adams County is a four foot high, 1400 foot long, undulating, linear figure that resembles a snake with a coiled tail and an open mouth swallowing an egg. Radiocarbon dating indicates that Serpent Mound was constructed around 360 BC, in the Early Woodland period by people of the Adena tradition (500-0 BC), but they did not use the mound for burial. Instead, the site is located on the edge of a four mile diameter cryptoexplosion structure that is claimed to be the reason for the effigy’s placement. Alignments correspond to a variety of lunar and solar events and constellations. The effigy’s uniqueness excites the imagination and has led to its nomination for World Heritage status as one of the planet’s most significant archaeological sites. Our guide, Dr. Bill Dancey is Emeritus Associate Professor of Anthropology at OSU, has studied Midwestern paleocultures for over 50 years and is a former president of our Sigma Xi Chapter.

Adams County in southeastern Ohio is famous for its Ordovician strata and the fossils they contain. These ‘Cincinnatian’ strata are the oldest exposed rocks in Ohio (~450 million years old). We will visit localities with plentiful Ordovician fossils and collect both rocks and fossils from the Ordovician Period. The Great Ordovician Biodiversification ended with the late Ordovician extinctions, the second most devastating biosphere collapse experienced on Earth. Our guide, Dr. Bill Ausich is Professor and former Chair of Geology at OSU, an expert in Ordovician fossils and a former president of our Sigma Xi Chapter.

Sign up by contacting Doug Nelson, our Chapter’s Secretary/Treasurer: nelson.228@osu.edu
Sign up soon. In two weeks we will be opening the trip to everyone at OSU.

Check out the photos from last April’s Sigma Xi Banquet. Will Ray and his daughter Sage did a fantastic job with the pictures, or we are beautiful people, or maybe both. http://sigmaxi.org.ohio-state.edu/ ‘Annual Banquet’ in the right hand column.  And, speaking of the annual banquet, get on your calendars now, the 2015 banquet for Thursday, April 16.  This is always a well-attended event involving recognition of student and professional awardees, new member initiation, and always a great lecture given by a leading scientist.
Check out the new National Sigma Xi website! https://www.sigmaxi.org/ It just went live last week! It is much easier to navigate and has lots of info on Sigma Xi, and what it does, with links to ‘American Scientist.’ It has a new ‘Communities’ feature where you can connect with other Sigma Xi members to discuss any topic. We hope to use this feature to communicate with you soon. 

Participate in our own Ohio State Sigma Xi’s ‘Meet a Scientist’ Program. Have you ever wanted to talk to a high school class or science club about your passion for science, what you study and why you do it? Sigma Xi’s ‘Meet a Scientist’ Program can match you up with an interested high school science class or club. Faculty, postdocs and grad students are welcome. Visit http://sigmaxi.org.ohio-state.edu/ or contact peeples.15@osu.edu to get started. 

Apply for Local and National Sigma Xi Grants in Aid of Research. Our Chapter’s competition for undergrad and grad student GIARs begins September 1 and is due October 1, 2014. We’ve moved the date up this year to give students more time to work on their research, supported by a GIAR. Last year we had nearly 70 applicants and awarded 8 GIARs. GIAR funds are made available through the generosity of Office of Undergrad Research at The Ohio State University, biotechnology supply companies (Fisher Scientific, Invitrogen, and Integrated DNA Technologies), and your local Sigma Xi dues. Watch for information on the format in another email and on our Chapter’s website: http://sigmaxi.org.ohio-state.edu/. 

The National Sigma Xi GIAR program is co-sponsored by the National Academy of Sciences. Students who are Sigma Xi members have an advantage over non-members. Applications are due October 15. https://www.sigmaxi.org/programs/grants-in-aid. 

Attend (or present!) a ‘Science Café’ on the first Wednesday of each month in the Science and Engineering Library on campus. The first one is on September 3: http://sigmaxi.org.ohio-state.edu/.
Nominate your best students, postdocs and colleagues for the honor of membership in Sigma Xi. Our Chapter website has info on what we do to support young scientists, engage the public in discussions about science, connect with scientists in other disciplines, and just have a good time with other scientists. You’ll also find the paper application there: http://sigmaxi.org.ohio-state.edu/,  but the new national website has an on-line application process: https://www.sigmaxi.org/members/join-nominate that looks much quicker and easier. You’ll also find a model conversation that makes it easier to focus on the value of Sigma Xi. And remember both Full Members and Associate Members can nominate new members.
We hope to hear from you! 
Best regards,
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Clark Spencer Larsen

President, Ohio State Chapter, Sigma Xi
