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Philip B. Carter, Sigma Xi’s new ex-
ecutive director, comes to the Society 
from North Carolina State University 
(NCSU), where he is professor emeri-
tus of microbiology and immunology 
and from Merck Foundation where 
he was programs director of the 
Merck Childhood Asthma Network.

His career in higher education spans 
34 years, during which he was rec-
ognized for research, teaching and  
international initiatives. Carter joined 
the NCSU faculty as a full profes-
sor in 1982, serving from 1986-89 as  
associate vice chancellor for research 
and director of the university’s  
biotechnology program. 

A Sigma Xi member since 1990, he 
is a former treasurer of the NCSU 
Chapter. Many of his professional  
interests have been aligned with 
those of the Society. 

He chaired the committee that devel-
oped the university’s first guidelines 
on ethics in scholarship. He also initi-
ated expansion of a summer program 
on campus for high school minority 
students in science and engineering.  

Carter assisted in setting up a novel 
university-public incubator at NCSU 
that supported high-tech start-up 
companies.  His expertise in micro-
bial agents, such as anthrax, led to 
his chairing the steering committee 
for the Pentagon’s Military Infectious 
Disease Research program. 

“Dr. Carter is a distinguished research 
scientist whose technical expertise, 
administrative experience and inter-
national perspective on science make 
him the ideal leader for our Society,” 
says Sigma Xi President James F. Baur, 
who chaired the search committee.

“Sigma Xi enjoys a long history of  
accomplishment and a position of  
importance in American science  

and beyond,” 
Carter notes.  
“Its future 
c o n t r i b u -
tions toward 
enhanc ing 
the health of 
the research 
enterprise, 
addressing 
the ethical 
chal lenges 
discovery often creates, and to the 
public’s understanding of science 
will be even more significant.”

A native of Chicago, Phil Carter holds 
a B.S. degree in biology and a Ph.D. 
in microbiology from the University 
of Notre Dame.  He served as a  
project leader in the immunology 
division of the Ames Company of 
Miles Laboratories, Inc. before join-
ing the staff of the Trudeau Institute 
in Saranac Lake, New York, in 1971.  

After a year as a visiting scientist 
at Oxford University in 1978, he 
joined the faculty at the University of 
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana as an 
associate professor and then moved 
to NCSU in 1982.  

Associate editor of Microbial Ecology 
in Health & Disease, Carter has served 
as president of the International 
Association for Gnotobiotics and is a 
past corporate board chairman of the 
Association for the Assessment and 
Accreditation of Laboratory Animal 
Care International, Inc.  His research 
has centered on immune responses 
to infectious agents.

He and his wife Joan, a community col-
lege science teacher, have two children, 
Richard (physics) and Ellen (math-
ematics). Both his son and daughter-
in-law, Ambika Somashekhar Carter, 
were inducted into Sigma Xi when 
they were students.

Sigma Xi Produces 
Promotional Video
In a new 15-minute video about 
Sigma Xi, more than two dozen mem-
bers describe the international honor 
society of science and engineering in 
their own words. In the process, they 
provide an overview of Sigma Xi’s 
mission, programs and activities. 

“This is an excellent introduction to 
Sigma Xi,” says Executive Director 
Philip B. Carter. “In a relatively 
brief format, it gives a good overall 
impression of the Society, making  
it suitable for showing at chapter ini-
tiation banquets, research symposia, 
public lectures and other events.” 

Among those featured in the video 
are National Medal of Science win-
ner Thomas Eisner, former National 
Science Foundation Director Rita 
Colwell, current Sigma Xi leaders and 
Grants-in-Aid of Research recipients. 

Sigma Xi: Making a Difference in Science 
and Engineering is available online at  
www.sigmaxi.org/about/documen-
tary and in a DVD format. Its 10  
individual modules, on such topics 
as science and engineering educa-
tion, research ethics and American 
Scientist magazine, can be shown in 
any order and selected according to 
audience interest.  

Additional special features include a 
brief history of the Society, a longer in-
terview with Thomas Eisner at Cornell 
University and discussion of the land-
mark Sigma Xi Postdoc Survey.
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Distinguished journalists Claudia 
Dreifus and Richard Hill are 
Sigma Xi’s newest honorary mem-
bers.  They will be inducted at the 
Society’s annual meeting in Detroit 
on November 2-5.

A science writer for The New York 
Times, Dreifus collected many of the 
interviews for which she is famous in 
a book called Scientific Conversations. 
Hill is an award-winning science 
writer for The Oregonian and a lead-
ing advocate for increasing public 
awareness about science. 

Claudia Dreifus

As a journalist, 
educator and 
lecturer, Claudia 
Dreifus is wide-
ly recognized 
for her abilities 
in interviewing 
scientists and 
communicating 
the complexities 
of their work to 
the public. 

Before coming to the “Science Times” 
section of The New York Times, Dreifus 
was known for her incisive inter-
views with international political  
figures and cultural icons. 

Her work has appeared in The New 
York Times Magazine, Playboy, Ms., 
The Progressive and Modern Maturity. 
In her book, Scientific Conversations: 
Interviews on Science from The New York 
Times, she delves into the thoughts 
and lives of some of the most intrigu-
ing minds in science. 

She is an adjunct assistant professor 
at the Columbia University School of 
International and Public Policy and 
has contributed to many textbooks 
and anthologies. She is also a senior 
fellow at the World Policy Institute of 
the New School for Social Research. 

Her many honors include an 
Outstanding Magazine Article 
Award from the American Society 
of Journalists and Authors. Dreifus 

lives in New York City with her 
domestic partner, political scientist 
Andrew Hacker. 

Richard Hill

For the past 18 
years, Richard 
Hill has been the 
science writer at 
The Oregonian, 
where he has 
been involved 
in producing 
the newspaper’s 
weekly science 
section. 

He has writ-
ten more than 2,500 science stories 
on a wide variety of subjects, from 
eruptions at Mount St. Helens to 
the hazards posed by the Cascadia 
Subduction Zone off the Northwest 
coast. 

In 2000, Hill was the first recipient of 
the American Geophysical Union’s 
David Perlman Award for Excellence 
in Science Writing. He has also re-
ceived the C. B. Blethen Memorial 
Award for Distinguished Reporting 
and has won several regional awards 
from the Society of Professional 
Journalists. 

He has been a media fellow at Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution 
and has participated in two NOAA  
research cruises, including the first 
exploration of the Astoria Canyon off 
the Northwest coast. 

The Oregon Science Teachers 
Association and the Columbia-
Willamette Chapter of Sigma Xi have 
recognized Hill for his work. He  
recently published a book for the  
general public, Volcanoes of the 
Cascades: Their Rise and Their Risks. 

A former board member of the 
National Association of Science 
Writers, he has also been a reporter 
and editor at The Dallas Times Herald 
and The Christian Science Monitor. 
Hill has a journalism degree from the 
University of Texas at Austin. 

Sigma Xi Sponsors 
2007 TOYchallenge  
For the fourth consecutive year,  
Sigma Xi is a national sponsor for  
Sally Ride Science’s TOYchallenge™. 

The annual competition gives stu-
dents in grades five through eight 
a chance to develop their engineer-
ing skills and science knowledge by  
designing and building their dream 
toy or game.

Former astronaut and Sigma Xi 
member Sally Ride designed 
TOYchallenge to motivate middle 
school students, and especially girls, 
to get involved in engineering design 
and to recognize that there’s engi-
neering in everything.

To enter TOYchallenge 2007, teams 
must have an adult coach. They 
choose from three category themes: 
“Toys that Teach, “Games for the 
Family” and “Get Out and Play.” 
Both boys and girls may participate, 
but at least half of the members of 
each team must be girls.

In TOYchallenge’s Preliminary 
Round, teams submit written de-
scriptions and visual presentations of 
their original toy or game concepts.

Invited teams from around the coun-
try then display working prototype 
toys or games at either the East Coast 
or West Coast Nationals for final 
judging. A number of prizes and cer-
tificates are awarded.

On April 28, the competition’s East 
Coast Nationals will be held, as 
in previous years, at the Sigma Xi 
Center in Research Triangle Park, 
North Carolina. 

Sigma Xi members are welcomed as 
coaches and judges. Chapters can 
support teams through sponsorship 
or coaching. Judges evaluate entries 
on originality, creativity, engineer-
ing elegance, feasibility and team 
participation. 

For details, visit www.sigmaxi.org, 
e-mail education@sigmaxi.org or call 
800-243-6534.
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